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Colleen Malone
Newmarket Ontario
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+1(647) 918-5769
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Maureen O'Sullivan
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Newmarket, Ontario
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Andrea Pollock
Markham, Ontario
+1(416) 899-7452

Sharon Roberts
Waterloo, Ontario
+1(519) 746-8422

Desmond Smith

also Autism Facilitator/Coach
Milton, Ontario

+1(905) 844-4144

Carol Taljeh

also Autism Facilitator/Coach
North Vancouver, BC

+1 (778) 706-8595

Samantha Tremaine
Toronto
+1(416) 419-6786

Tracy Trudell
London, Ontario
+1(519) 494-9884

JaneTryon
Oakville/Toronto
+1(647) 376-6600

Kim J.Willson-Rymer

also Autism Facilitator/Coach
Mississauga, Ontario
+1(905) 825-3153

< Chile
Ximena Hidalgo Pirotte

Santiago
+56 (02) 243 0860

« Colombia

Laura Zink de Diaz
Cajica

+57 (1) 883-1706
++ Costa Rica

Andrea Castro Gross
San Rafael de Escazu
+506 228-98013

Maria Elena Guth Blanco
San Jose
+506 296-4078

< Croatia

Kristina Mudrinic

Zagreb

+00385-98-544-344

< Denmark

Moniek Geven

also DLS Mentor

also Autism Facilitator/Coach

also DLS Workshop Presenter
Bryrup +45 75757105

Lene Morkenborg
Hasselager
+455017 0528

+** Ecuador

Ana Magdalena Espin Vargas
Ambato +593 (2) 854 281

Nora Cristina Garza Diaz
Ambato +593 (3) 282 5998

Germania Jissela Ramos Ramos

Ambato +593 (3) 2424723

Inés Gimena Paredes Rios
Ambato +593 (08) 418 5779

On Wednesday morning, Ali’s music teacher
from her school, her mother, and her helper
met at Dyslexia Works in Upper Nyack, New
York, to learn the Symbol Mastery procedure
for mastering musical notes. After we showed
the music teacher the Symbol Mastery steps, she
suggested adding in the sound of each note at the
end and asked if we could all hum the sound. We
all hummed the note after she played it, which
was a lovely touch and a really fun experience,
and it felt complete for everybody
in the room that day.

Ali’s music teacher guided Ali and her helper
by explaining how to place the sharp symbol.
We are so grateful to have been honored by the
teacher’s visit and supportive participation in the
learning of the notes and other symbols on the
treble clef scale.

Musical Note
Symbol Mastery
Over Spring Break

By Suzanne Buchauer

Ali (front) and her helper, her mother, and
her music teacher (in back, from left to right)
celebrate music note mastery

Thanks to the Davis Dyslexia Correction
Programs for reading and math that Ali
completed two years ago, she is thriving at her
school. Her helper completed his Davis Dyslexia
Correction Programs at her age, many years
ago. However, reading musical notes (for both
of them) was still a challenge. Ali plays recorder
at school and loves music, dreaming of becoming
a songwriter/singer one day. Her helper plays
guitar. Both individuals have a wonderful
capacity to play by ear; however, the music
teachers want them to learn to read notes, as
well. This is the story of how they learned
to read musical notes,-during the spring
break, using Davis Symbol Mastery.

On Monday of spring break,

Ali and her helper began the Davis
Symbol Mastery process by modeling
the treble clef scale. Next, they
modeled a simple musical note with

a stem and the C note, which goes
underneath the scale. Finally, they modeled:
A, B, C, D, E, F, G, in upper case letters,
and a sharp symbol.

Three weeks after the Symbol Mastery for
musical notes, Ali and her helper quizzed each
other on the notes, using 2D flash cards provided
by her music teacher. They were both pretty
surprised at how well it had worked for both of
them and so quickly! It really gave them

motivation to see this progress. They
both reported feeling at ease with
the 2D symbols on the flash cards,
recognizing the notes and the names.
They both reported an increased
comfort level with the note reading
and no confusion. Their teachers
noticed that they were able to do the
sight reading exercises with more ease.
Both students already have the gift of being
able to play by ear well. Now they know
how to learn the musical notes, using their
way of thinking, and that helps them with
their musical goals.
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